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By   Consul   Charles   Forninn,  June    IG. 

During  the  past  year  there  was  much  prosperity  in  Bergen.  Fire 
destroyed  a  hirge  part  of  the  business  section  in  January,  lOlG.  and 
nearly  60.000  tons  of  locally  owned  shipping  was  lost,  mainly  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year;  but  these  reverses  were  more  than  offset 
by  the  profits  of  the  shipowners  and  of  the  exporters  of  fish  and  fish 
products. 

Taxes  and  Bank  Reports  Reflect  Increased  Wealth. 

A  comparison  of  tax  figures  evinces  the  increase  of  wealth.  In 
191S-14  capital  assessments  were  167,000,000  crowns  ($4-1.756,000)  ;  in 
1914-15,  190,000,000  crowns  ($50,920,000)  ;  in  1915-16,  207,000,000 
crowns  ($55,476,000)  ;  and  in  1916-17,  about  350,000,000  crowns  ($93,- 
800,000).  The  assessed  value  of  income  advanced  from  50,000,000 
crowns  in  1913-14  to  about  130.000,000  crowns  in  1916-17  ($13,400,- 
000  to  $34,840,000). 

The  banks  had  a  very  good  year.  The  Privatbank  at  the  end  of 
1916  had  a  capital  stock  of  25,000,000  crowns  ($6,700,000),  fully  paid 
in;  at  the  end  of  1914  it  was  only  one-fifth  of  that  amount.  The  divi- 
dend for  1910  was  12  per  cent.  The  Kreditbank's  capital  stock  was 
20,000,000  crowns  ($5,360,000)  at  the  end  of  the  year,  against  7,000,000 
crowns  two  j^ars  before ;  it  paid  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent. 

The  profits  of  shipping,  Bergen's  principal  source  of  wealth,  have 
been  more  widely  distributed  among  the  population  than  might  be 
supposed.  Beside  the  long-established  concerns,  many  new  stock  com- 
panies have  been  started.  The  rise  in  shipping  stocks  has  resulted 
in  much  speculation,  but  the  large  returns  derived  by  Bergen  from 
advanced  ocean  freights  and  from  the  high  prices  of  fish  products 
have  brought  many  advantages.  Local  capital  has  been  available 
to  develop  local  industries  to  a  greater  extent;  many  large  donations 
have  been  made  for  educational,  charitable,  and  other  public  pur- 
poses, better  houses  supplied  with  modern  comforts  have  been  built; 
more  automobiles  are  being  used;  needed  public  improvements  will 
be  made;  better  wages  are  being  paid;  and  the  standard  of  living  is 
rising. 
Shipping  statistics — Stock  Companies. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Avar  Bergen  had  about  316,000  net  tons  of 
shipping;  at  the  end  of  1916  it  had  about  356,000.    The  earnings  of 
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the  tramp  steamers  of  Bergen,  exclusive  of  those  of  the  Bergcnske 
Dampskibsselskab,  were  before  the  war  about  10,000,000  crowns  a 
year.  In  1915  they  amounted  to  47,700,000  crowns  ($12,783,600)  and 
in  191C)  to  104,000;oa0  crowns  ($27,872,000). 

Unofficial  statistics  show  for  Bergen's  shipping  during  IDKi  a  net 
increase  of  13  ships,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of  ■1:0,330,  notwithstanding 
the  loss  of  35  vessels  of  5(),000  tons.  The  total  number  of  Norwegian 
ships  of  over  100  tons  lost  from  w^ar  causes  in  191G  was  18()  and  their 
combined  tonnage  2()0,000,  of  which  109  ships  of  149,000  tons  were 
lost  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Shipbuilding  in  1910  was  below  normal,  owing  principally  to 
labor  troubles  and  the  delay  and  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
materials.  Many  orders  have  been  placed  abroad  for  account  of 
Norwegian  owners,  especially  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  from  the  official  j^earbooks  for  1915  and  1916, 
published  by  the  Central  Statistical  Bureau,  Christiania,  shows  the 
rank  of  Bergen  as  a  shipowning  city  among  other  Norwegian  ports 
having  a  total  net  tonnage  of  more  than  100,000  on  December  31, 
1914  and  1916.  The  corresponding  figures  for  December  31,  1915, 
have  not  yet  been  officially  published. 


Ports. 

Steam  and  motor 
vessels. 

Sailing  vessels. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Christiania: 

1914 

372 
407 

421 
4S9 

130 
103 

29 
37 

172 

185 

282, 186 
358, 764 

309,362 
348, 599 

175,904 
154, 556 

12,716 
29,134 

65,875 
102,178 

48 
64 

61 
49 

9 

8 

55 
76 

25 
19 

42,935 

64,065 

6,353 
7,704 

6,866 
9,652 

46,898 
108, 751 

4,345 
2,750 

420 

471 

482 
538 

139 
111 

84 
113 

197 
204 

325,121 

1916        

422, 829 

Bergen: 

1914               

316,315 

1916    

356,303 

Tonsberg: 

1914                   '. 

182, 770 

1916        

164, 20S 

Cliristiansand: 

1914                 

59, 614 

1916        

137, 885 

Haugesund: 

1914 

70,220 

1916 

104,928 

The  past  year  was  notable  for  the  formation  of  new"  stock  com- 
panies in  Bergen  and  the  increase  in  the  capital  of  those  already 
existing,  no  less  than  129.800,000  crowns  ($34,786,400)  having  been 
subscribed,  a  sum  greater  in  proportion  than  the  new  stock  of  Chris- 
tiania, which  is  said  to  be  not  over  175,000,000  crowns. 

Codfish,  Haul  and  Exports. 

Norway's  total  catch  of  codfish  in  1916  was  considerably  below 
the  average  (about  77,000,000  for  the  period  1911-1915),  being  only 
51,400,000,  compared  Avith  66,800,000  in  1915  and  81,500,000  in  1914; 
but  the  quality  of  the  fish  and  the  yield  of  oil  and  roe  w^ere  better 
than  usual.  Very  high  prices  prevailed,  the  value  of  the  haul  for 
1916  being  estimated  at  $20,100,000  against  $9,380,000  for  1915. 
Large  quantities  were  sold  in  fresh  condition;,  and  most  of  the  salted 
fish  went  to  the  belligerent  countries. 

The  total  quantity  of  salted  codfish  exported  from  Norway  in  1916 
was  72,752,500  pounds  of  split  cod  (96,342,000  in  1915)  ;  104,719,560 
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pounds  salted  in  bulk  (50,217.870  in  1015)  ;  and  42,990,140  pounds 
salted  in  boxes  and  barrels  (27,116,850  in  1915). 

The  exports  of  salt  codfish  from  Bergen  in  1916  were:  Split  cod, 
12,125.420  pounds;  salted  in  bulk,  881,850  pounds;  salted  in  boxes 
and  barrels,  1,102.311  pounds;  total,  14,109,581  pounds.  The  corre- 
sponding quantities  for  1915  were:  Split  cod,  11,904,960  pounds; 
salted  in  bulk,  220,460  pounds;  salted  in  boxes  and  barrels,  440,920 
pounds;  total  12,566,340  pounds.  In  1916  there  were  exported  from 
Bergen  11,464,000  pounds  of  various  kinds  of  dried  fish,  against 
24.250,850  pounds  in  1915. 

Shipments  and  Prices  of  Cod-Liver  Oil — Fish  Roe — Herring. 

Although  the  exports  of  cod-liver  oil  from  Norway  in  1916  were 
little  more  than  half  those  in  1915,  their  value  was  greater,  on 
account  of  unprecedented  prices^  amounting  to  about  30,000,000 
crowns  ($8,040,000),  compared  with  20,000,000  crowns  ($5,360,000) 
in  1915.  The  past  j^ear's  shipments  were  84,500  barrels,  of  which 
50,000  barrels  were  steam-refined,  14,500  raw,  and  20,000  brown  oil; 
in  1915  they  were  139,300  barrels  (100,000  steam-refined,  6,300  raw, 
and  34,000  brown  oil).  From  Bergen  41,200  barrels  were  exported  in 
1916—21,500  steam-refined,  9,500  raw,  and  10,200  brown  oil ;  in  1915, 
80,900  barrels — 16,000  steam-refined,  15,200  raw.  and  19,700  brown  oil. 

Prices  of  steam-refined  cod-liver  oil  were  $80.40  per  barrel  in 
February,  1916  ($22.78  in  Februarv.  1915)  ;  $107.20  in  March,  1916 
($44.22  in  March,  1915)  ;  $120.60  in  July.  1910  ($07  in  July,  1915)  ; 
and  $127.30  from  August  to  December,"  1910  ($80.40  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1915).  Prices  of  brown  cod-liver  oil  in  1915  and 
1910  were  as  follows :  Februarv,  $10.08  and  $64.32  per  barrel ;  March, 
$24.12  and  $68.34;  Julv,  $26.80  and  $93.80;  and  from  August  to 
December,  $50.92  and  $93.80. 

Fish  roe  brought  about  $13.40  per  barrel  during  the  first  part  of 
1916.  The  price  advanced  to  $21.44  and  $22.78  per  barrel,  and  as 
much  as  $26.80  was  paid  for  a  short  while,  but  quotations  later  fell 
to  the  former  figures.  Of  the  45.000  barrels  of  roe  exported  from 
Norway  in  1910  about  30,000  were  taken  by  France,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  and  the  remainder  went  to  belligerent  countries.  The 
exports  of  roe  from  Bergen  were  38,000  barrels  in  1915  and  20,000 
barrels  in  1916. 

The  catch  of  herring  was  exceptionall}'  good  and  prices  were  high. 
More  large  herring  w^ere  caught  than  ever  before,  and  more  spring 
lierring  than  in  am^  previous  year  since  1913;  but  the  catch  of  fat 
herring  was  a  comparative  failure.  The  Government  bought  the 
entire  haul  of  mackerel  at  a  fixed  price. 

Yield  of  Principal  Crops — Climate. 

The  production  of  cereal  crops,  hay,  and  potatoes  in  the  Amts  of 
Nordre  Bergenhus.  Sondre  Bergenhus,  and  Bergen,  which  constitute 
this  consular  district,  was  about  normal.  High  prices  prevailed,  but 
feedstulTs  and  other  farming  expenses  also  advanced.  Labor-saving 
machinery  is  being  introduced  so  as  to  offset  the  increased  wages  paid 
to  farm  labor. 

The  following  table  shows  the  production  of  grain,  potatoes,  and 
ha}'  in  the  Bergen  consular  district  for  1916,  the  figures  being  from 
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the  official  yearbook  of  the  Central  Statistical  Bureau  in  Christiania, 
in  which  the  produce  of  the  Amt  of  Bergen  is  included  in  that  of 
Sondre  Bergenhus : 


Amt. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Other 
grain. 

Total 
cereals. 

Hay. 

Potatoes. 

Bxishels. 

317 

51 

Bushels. 
1,081 
1,084 

Bushels. 
115,277 
20,908 

Bushels. 
323,596 
341,624 

Bushels. 
9,815 
36,890 

Bushels. 
450. 080 
400,617 

Short  Invs. 
202,596 
258,363 

Bu-ihels. 
1,604,950 

Sondre  Bcrgcnhus 

2,173  327 

Total 

368 

2,165 

136, 245 

665, 220 

46, 705 

850, 703 

460,959 

3, 778, 277 

The  total  yield  of  cereals  for  the  district  was  7(50,070  bushels  in 
1915  and  701,700  bushels  in  1914;  hay,  417,160  short  tons  in  1915  and 
442,559  short  tons  in  1914;  and  potatoes,  2,916,220  bushels  in  1915 
and  3,285,829  bushels  in  1914. 

Climate  has  an  important  influence  upon  agriculture  and  upon  the 
demand  for  imported  goods.  In  Bergen  cold  or  cool  w^eather  prevails 
through  most  of  the  year;  the  summer  is  short  and  cool,  extreme 
cold  is  rarely  experienced  in  winter,  and  rain  is  abundant.  In  1916 
conditions  were  normal,  the  mean  temperature  being  44.78°  F., 
only  0.54°  above  the  annual  average.  The  -highest  temperature 
reached  w^as  77.9°  on  June  24,  and  the  lowest  was  19.76°  above  zero 
on  March  14.  The  rainfall  amounted  to  74.44  inches,  6  per  cent 
above  normal.    There  was  rain  during  271  days  in  the  year. 

Market  for  American  Goods. 

The  eastern  part  of  Norway  is  more  densely  populated  and  agTi- 
culture  and  manufactures  there  are  more  important  than  in  the  west- 
ern part.  Christiania,  the  capital  and  chief  commercial  center,  has 
about  three  times  the  population  of  Bergen  and  is  a  much  larger 
market  proportionally  for  imported  goods.  It  w^ould  be  a  serious 
miscalculation,  however,  not  to  consider  Bergen  in  planning  a  cam- 
paign for  selling  American  products  in  Norway.  The  population  of 
Bergen,  according  to  the  latest  official  estimate,  is  90,354.  Its  pur- 
chasing power  and  that  of  the  west  coast  generally  have  shown  a 
notable  increase  during  the  past  three  years,  and  Bergen  not  only  has 
a  large  trade  in  near-b}^  territory  but  some  of  its  principal  commercial 
houses  have  branches  in  Christiania  and  other  cities  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Kingdom. 

Notw^ithstanding  war  restrictions,  imports  from  the  United  States 
into  Norway  increased  by  nearly  $20,000,000  in  1916.  Before  the  war 
they  W'ere  valued  at  less  than  $10,000,000  a  year.  Detailed  statistics 
of  imports  at  Bergen  are  not  available,  but  it  is  certain  that  American 
goods  were  received  during  1916  in  much  larger  quantities  and  had  a 
much  greater  value  than  in  any  preceding  year.  Freight  rates  re- 
mained high  and  there  were  long  delays  in  obtaining  goods. 

Among  the  articles  which  tliis  consulate  reported  during  the  year 
as  w^anted  from  the  United  States  may  be  noted:  Cotton  yarn, 
woolen  yarn,  cotton  piece  goods,  dungaree  cloth,  workingmen's  over- 
alls, vulcanized  cable,  iron,  steel,  copper,  lead,  zinc,  tools,  hardware, 
leather  belting,  and  fruit.  Many  other  American  goods  might  be  im- 
ported. A  large  part  of  the  import  trade  of  Bergen  is  through  com- 
mission agents,  some  of  whom  handle  more  than  one  line  of  goods. 
For  many  products  it  is  best  to  have  an  agency  in  Chri.stia  I'l  to 
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cover  the  -wliole  of  Norway,  but  for  others  better  results  can  bo 
obtained  in  this  market  by  dealing  directly  with  a  representative  in 
Bergen. 

American  exporters  should  not  overlook  Norway  as  a  market  for 
American  goods.  The  country  has  been  forced  to  import  from  the 
United  States  articles  formerly  obtained  from  other  countries,  and 
efforts  should  be  made  to  hold  this  trade  after  the  war.  Even  after 
a  satisfactory  agent  has  been  found  to  sell  goods  a  traveling  repre- 
sentative from  the  United  States  can  be  usefully  employed  supple- 
mentally to  increase  sales. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Exports  from  Bergen  to  the  United  States  continued  to  decrease  in 
1916,  the  decline  being  most  apparent  in  fish  products,  which  form 
the  bulk  of  the  shipments  and  wore  mostly  sold  at  high  prices  to 
belligerent  countries.  The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Bergen, 
were  $1,8C>1,0G0  in  1914,  $1,235,125  in  1915,  and  $1,065,906  in  1916. 
The  quantity  and  value  of  the  articles  shipped  in  1915  and  1916 
follow : 


Articles. 


Quantity.        Value 


Quantity.      Value, 


Cheese pounds. 

Fish: 

Anchovies — 

Canned do . . . 

Salted do... 

Cod,  dried,  salted,  or  smoked. do. . . 

Herrins;,  salted  or  i  lekied do. .. 

Markerel,  salted do. . . 

Sardines  packed  in  oil,  etc.,  in  cans do. .. 

other do... 

Furs  and  fur  skins number. 

Hides  and  slcins,  raw  and  uncured pounds . 

Oil,  cod-liver gallons . 

Sugar pounds. 

All  other  articles 


55C, 
14(1, 

1,502, 

1, 713, 
504, 

1,261, 
389, 
169, 

1,340, 
164, 
417, 


$22, 893 


33,961 
4,923 

241,006 
46,678 
52, 148 

214,560 
15,437 

153,841 

341,206 
G9,887 
13,183 
25,400 


$11,385 


631,201 
5,500 


163,037 
241 


69,027 
2,873 
29,462 
2,251,267 
61,205 


11,074 

425 

62, 171 

569, 051 
208,021 


39,901 


Total. 


1, 005, 906 


Indtistries  in  Bergen  District — Hydroelectric  Plants. 

The  principal  industries  of  the  Bergen  district  are  shipbuilding, 
foundries,  breweries,  butter  and  margarin  factories,  and  the  canning 
of  fish;  this  city  is  not  primarily  a  manufacturing  center,  but  a 
ship-owning  and  commercial  port.  The  country  districts  to  the  north 
and  south  on  and  near  the  coast  and  along  the  fiords  have  much  water 
power  which  is  now  being  turned  to  account  for  industrial  purposes. 
This  region  is  accessible  almost  exclusively  by  steamers,  there  being 
only  one  railway  out  of  Bergen,  the  line  to  Christiania,  with  a  short 
branch  to  the  little  seaside  resort  called  Os.  During  the  summer  of 
1916  the  schedules  of  steamers  to  points  on  the  Hardanger  and  Sognc 
Fiords  were  continually  delayed  by  the  heavy  volume  of  freight  con- 
signed to  the  industrial  plants  situated  there. 

Much  of  the  recent  influx  of  wealth  into  Bergen  has  been  invested 
in  hydroelectric  development  in  the  Hardanger,  Sogn,  Sondhordland, 
and  Nord fjord  districts.  Among  the  new  concerns  and  those  whicli 
have  lately  enlarged  the  scope  of  their  activities  are  the  following: 
At  Indre  Aalvik  on  the  Hardanger  Fiord,  A/S  Bjolvefossen,  which 
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will  manufacture  carbide;  the  industrial  town  at  the  works  will  have 
about  4,000  inhabitants;  at  Bremanger,  a  coast  island  about  100 
niilos  north  of  Bergen,  A/S  Bremanger  Kraftselskab,  which  hopes  to 
increase  its  output  of  carbide  and  cyanimide  to  20,000  and  10,000 
tons,  respectively,  and  also  to  make  improvements  in  its  plant  by 
which  other  smelting  and  electrochemical  products  can  be  manufac- 
tured in  the  futiue  should  conditions  prove  favorable;  this  is  the  only 
Norwegian  power  company  whose  oflice  is  in  Bergen.  At  Knarrcvik, 
on  a  coast  island  just  outside  of  Bergen,  a  superphosphate  factory 
recenth^  started  with  a  capital  of  more  than  $800,000,  and  several 
other  manufacturing  plants.  The  total  investment  in  hydroelectric 
develo})ment  in  the  districts  mentioned  is  about'  50,000,000  crowns 
($13,400,000). 

Public  Donations — Destructive  Fire — Building  Operations. 

Donations  for  public  purposes  in  1916,  amounting  to  4,383,500 
crowns  ($1,174,778),  included  the  Rasmus  Meyer  art  collection, 
valued  at  875,000  crowns  ($234,500),  given  to  the  city  during  the 
year;  1,015,000  crowns  ($272,000)  for  the  founding  of  a  university; 
and  020,000  crowns  ($106,000)  to  establish  a  commercial  high  school 
of  university  rank  in  Bergen,  which  already  has  one  of  the  three  in- 
stitutions of  this  class  in  Norway. 

The  scarcity  of  buildings  for  dwellings,  stores,  and  offices  reported 
from  various  cities  in  the  Scandinavian  countries  was  a  serious  prob- 
lem in  Bergen  during  1916,  and  frequently  the  shortage  of  hotel 
accommodations  has  been  felt  here  just  as  in  Christiania,  Copen- 
hagen, and  Stockholm.  The  movement  of  population  to  the  city, 
owing  to  business  prosperity,  combined  with  the  increased  cost  of 
building  were  the  chief  causes  of  these  conditions ;  and  in  Bergen  the 
fire  of  January,  1916,  was  an  important  contributing  cause.  Stores, 
hotels,  and  other  buildings  were  destroyed.  In  the  burned  area  only 
the  telephone  exchange  and  two  or  three  establishments  were  fit  for 
rejiair  and  further  use,  other  buildings  being  totally  wrecked.  Fortu- 
nately the  fire  spared  nearly  all  the  more  modern  buildings,  such  as 
the  Commercial  Exchange,  in  which  the  telegraph  office  is  situated; 
the  leading  bank  buildings  (in  one  of  which  is  the  American  con- 
sulate) ;  railway  station,  post  office,  educational  institutions,  mu- 
seums, new  library,  the  Bergenske  Dampskibsselskab,  etc.  The  prin- 
cipal hot^l  was  only  partly  burned  and  reopened  after  a  short  time. 
The  older  portion  of  Bergen,  along  the  water  front,  suffered  but 
slightly,  and  the  old  churches  and  other  buildings  of  historical  value 
were  untouched. 

The  city  government  decided  to  expropriate  the  burned  area  and 
lay  out  the  streets  according  to  a  new  plan.  Much  leveling  is  to  be 
done,  trees  are  to  be  planted,  and  a  more  conveniently  arranged  water 
front  is  provided.  In  the  meantime  temporary  structures,  mostly  of 
one  or  two  stories,  have  been  erected  to  accommodate  business  houses. 
Between  200  and  300  buildings  for  residential  purposes,  supplied  with 
vs'ater  and  electric  lights,  have  been  built  by  the  city  government. 
Building  materials  now  cost  about  four  times  as  much  as  before  the 
war.  Wages  in  the  building  trades  are  very  high,  and  contractors 
charge  an  advanced  commission.  A  considerable  amount  of  construc- 
tion was  noted  in  the  outlying  sections  of  Aarstad  and  Sanclviken 
durins  1916. 
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Retail  Prices  of  Foodstuffs. 

The  cost  of  livino-  continued  to  advance,  and  many  articles  of 
necessity  doubled  in  value  over  IDl-t.  The  following  table  shows  the 
retail  prices  in  Bergen  on  December  15,  1914,  1915,  and  191G,  of  some 
of  the  most  important  foodstuffs: 


Articles. 


Beef pound . . 

Mutton do. .,. . 

Veal do — 

Reindeer do — 

I'ork do 

Codflsh,  fresh do 

MLlk gallon. . 

Cream do — 

Butter,  best  quality.. pound. . 


Trice  Dec. 

15. 

1914 

1915 

1 
1916 

$0.15 

80.19 

SO.  36 

.15 

.19 

.35 

.16 

.18 

.35 

.16 

.22 

.41 

.16 

.23 

.31 

.06 

.08 

.12 

.20 

.22 

.27 

1.01 

1.11 

1.21 

.32 

.39 

.46 

Articles. 


Margarin,      best      quality 

pound 

Eggs dozen. 

Flour: 

Wheat pound. 

Rye do... 

Potatoes bushel 

Coffee,  Rio pound. 

Sugar,  pulverized do. . , 


Price  Dec.  15. 


1914       1915       1916 


SO.  17 
.53 

.05 
.05 
1.10 
.36 
.09 


$0.23 


.08 
.07 
1.13 
.36 
.13 


In  the  foregoing  table  the  various  kinds  of  meat,  codfish,  and 
eggs  advanced  in  price  by  100  per  cent  or  more  from  1914  to  1916; 
the  rise  Avas  much  sharper  in  the  hist  year  of  this  period..  Dairy 
products,  flour,  and  coffee  show  a  somewhat  less  material  increase, 
but  potatoes  rose  by  more  than  70  per  cent  and  sugar  by  C2-^-  per 
cent  during  the  two  years. 

STAVANGER. 

By  Consul   Maurice  P.  DHiilay,  June   15. 

The  "  golden  year,"  as  1916  was  called,  for  the  fish-canning  in- 
dustr}^,  of  which  Stavanger  is  the  largest  center  in  Norway,  resulted 
in  the  construction  of  18  new  factories  in  this  vicinity.  On  account 
of  the  unprecedented  demand  in  Europe  for  canned  fish  all  reserve 
stores  were  disposed  of  at  high  prices.  Norway's  total  export  of  this 
product  was  82,019,290  pounds  in  1914,  114,107,972  pounds  in  1915, 
und  84,839,839  pounds  in  1916.  The  large  amount  shipped  in  1915 
represents  the  surplus  of  the  storehouses,  which  must  be  replaced 
before  exports  resume  their  normal  course. 
Brisling  Catch  Most  Important. 

The  most  important  fishing  done  during  the  year  in  Stavanger  is 
for  brisling,  formerly  better  known  as  the  Norwegian  sardine.  Small 
herring  are  also  included  in  this  catch  as  well  as  a  mixture  of  the 
two  species  which  is  known  as  blanding.  These  are  caught  from 
May  on  through  the  year  and  furnish  the  principal  raw  material  for 
the  canning  factories.  [For  a  report  on  the  spring  herring  catch  see 
Commerce  Reports  for  May  16,  1910.]  The  following  table  from 
the  official  Norwegian  gazette  compares  the  brisling  catch  of  1916 
with  that  of  1915  : 


Kinds. 

1915 

1910 

Skjeppes.o 

Value. 

Skjeppes.a 

Value. 

Brisling  (sprats) ....                                                 .     . 

470,955 
613,995 
232, 155 

$559,852 
499,471 
202,063 

270,975 
357,355 
550,075 

$529, 738 

Small  herring 

405, 408 

Blanding  (brisling  and  small  herring  mixed) 

851,347 

Total 

1,317,105 

1,261,386 

1,178,405 

1,756,493 

•  A  skjeppe  equals  21.13  quarts. 
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Altliougli  the  total  number  of  fish  caught  Avas  about  one-tenth  less 
than  in  11)15,  the  value  increased  by  more  than  40  per  cent,  the  actual 
gain  being  over  $500,000,  or  about  as  much  as  the  1915  haul  advanced 
over  than  of  1914,  and  the  total  amounting  to  more  than  four  times 
the  1913  figures,  $421,098.  The  average  price  of  brisling  per  skjeppe 
(21.13  quarts)  was  $1  in  1914,  $1.18  in  1915,  and  $1.91  in  191G. 
Government  Regulates  Mackerel  Prices. 

The  mackerel  fishery  is  an  important  economic  factor  for  the  west 
coast  of  Norway  because  of  the  size  of  the  catch  and  the  general  use 
of  this  variety  for  daily  food.  Stavanger's  share  in  this  fishing  is 
small  compared  to  that  of  the  rest  of  the  coast;  it  was  valued  in  1916 
at  $85,000,  against  $05,000  in  1915. 

To  prevent  speculation  and  to  set  a  fair  price  for  the  fishermen, 
the  Government  regulated  the  sale  of  mackerel.  On  May  15,  1916, 
the  maximal  selling  price  (including  cost  of  packing,  ice,  and  labor) 
was  set  at  38  ore  per  kilo  (4.6  cents  per  pound)  for  larger  and  28 
ore  per  kilo  (3.4  cents  per  pound)  for  smaller  fish;  but  the  fishermen 
actually  received  an  average  price  of  58  ore  per  kilo  (7  cents  per 
pound),  equiv-alent  to  5.1  cents  apiece,  against  from  3^  to  6  cents 
apiece  in  1915.  The  Government  paid  the  difference  between  what 
the  fishermen  received  from  the  wholesaler  and  the  actual  fixed  price. 
Profits  from  the  shipping  trade  furnished  the  money  nsed  for  this 
purpose.  When  the  fish  finally  reached  the  consumer  through  the 
wholesaler  the  maximal  price  that  could  be  charged  was  50  and  40 
ore  per  kilo  (0  and  4.9  cents  per  pound)  for  the  larger  and  smaller 
fish,  respectively.  The  plan  was  to  forestall  any  possible  shortage  of 
food.  There  was  also  an  embargo  to  keep  all  mackerel  in  Norway, 
It  will  be  noted  in  the  table  of  exports  to  the  United  States  that  the 
quantity  and  value  of  mackerel  shipments  greatly  decreased. 

Rising  Cost  of  Canning  Materials. 

There  lias  been  a  great  adAance  in  the  cost  of  materials  and  labor. 
The  price  of  tin  plates  has  risen  from  25  shillings  ($0.08)  to  70  shil- 
lings ($17.01)  f.  o.  b.  Swansea,  Wales;  tomato  puree,  from  35  to  50 
shillings  ($8.31  to  $12.17),  according  to  its  thickness,  per  100  kilos 
(220  pounds),  to  from  100  to  120  shillings  ($24.30  to  $29.16)  de- 
livered c,  i.  f.  Stavanger;  and  olive  oil,  from  125  croAvns  ($33.50) 
to  200  crowne  ($53.60)  per  100  kilos  (220  pounds)  c.  i.  f.  Stavanger. 
It  has  become  more  and  more  difficult  to  import  these  articles. 

In  1916  a  shipment  of  $1,000,000  worth  of  American  tin  arrived 
here,  a  year  after  it  was  ordered.  At  first  there  was  some  criticism 
of  the  American  tin  as  being  so  hard  and  brittle  that  when  the  cover 
of  a  can  w^as  removed  the  key  would  often  break  off  before  the  oper- 
ation was  completed;  but  factories  have  bought  all  the  tin  available. 
If  the  trade  is  to  be  kept  after  the  war  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
the  American  product  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  local  needs. 

Since  the  Italian  embargo  tomato  puree  has  been  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain.  There  have  been  attempts  to  introduce  the  American 
article,  but  difficulties  with  shipping  and  other  restrictions  have  hin- 
dered them.  This  is  discouraging  after  the  efforts  made  on  both  sides 
and  the  submittal  of  satisfactory  samples  by  American  factories, 
but  there  should  be  good  prospects  for  trade  in  the  future. 
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Agreement  Regarding  Imported  Products — Icelandic  Fishing. 

tSliortly  after  the  close  of  1910  an  agreement  was  made  with  Great 
Britain  by  the  six  canning  associations  in  Norway  regarding  the 
import  into  this  country  of  the  three  main  foreign  products  used  in 
the  preserving  of  fish.  It  is  simihir  to  the  first  agreement  of  that  kind 
made  on  January  26,  191(),  between  the  Stavanger  Fish  Canners'  Im- 
port Association  (StaA'anger  Hermetikfabrikanters  Importforening) 
and  the  Britisli  (Tovernment.  The  other  local  organizations  since 
formed  were  modeled  after  the  Stavanger  association.  One  of  these 
is  also  located  in  this  district,  for  the  towns  of  Haugesund  and 
Kopervik.  Other  associations  are  at  Christiania,  Bergen,  and 
Trondhjem ;  one  at  Harstad  covers  northern  Norway.  Each  has 
charge  of  the  local  import  of  tin,  tomato  puree,  and  olive  oil  and  is 
under  bond  to  regulate  it  according  to  the  agreement.  The  materials 
are  to  be  consumed  in  Norway  and  the  amount  has  been  limited  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  long-established  importers  and  factories. 
The  requirements  of  the  newcomers  into  the  field  are  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  supplementary  agreement. 

The  interest  of  Stavanger  in  the  Icelandic  fishing  in  1916  was 
greater  than  usual,  owing  to  the  possibilities  of  disposing  of  unlimited 
quantities  of  the  catch.  A  number  of  expeditions  were  fitted  out  here 
for  that  Arctic  island,  but  difficulties  were  experienced  in  obtaining 
barrels  and  salt  for  shipment.  In  1915,  70,819  barrels  of  Icelandic 
herring  were  received  in  Stavanger;  in  1916,  61,471  barrels.  A  good 
part  of  this  j-ear's  supply  was  purchased  by  the  local  provisions  com- 
mittee and  put  into  stock  against  emergency. 
Actirity  in  Shipbuilding — Vessels  and  Materials  from  United  States. 

The  increased  demand  for  Norwegian  tonnage  due  to  the  war  has 
caused  the  shipowners  of  Stavanger  and  Haugesund  to  place  orders 
for  new  ships  abroad,  especially  in  the  ITnit^^d  States.  Shipowners 
in  the  port  of  Stavanger  alone  have  contracted  for  more  than  120,000 
dead-weight  tons,  mostly  with  Pacific  coast  shipyards. 

Shipbuilding  materials  have  also  been  purchased  in  the  United 
States  in  considerable  quantities.  In  the  autumn  of  1916  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  large  shipyard  now  being  constructed  here  went  to 
America  and  ordered  enough  supplies  to  build  three  9;,000-dead- 
weight-ton  vessels,  beside  machinery  for  the  new  yard,  the  bricks  for 
which  Avill  be  brought  from  Demnark.  The  former  local  quotation 
for  bricks  was  40  crowns  ($10.72)  per  thousand,  and  the  Danish  price 
is  but  little  more,  although  it  has  doubled  here.  The  cement  comes 
from  Christiania  or  Denmark  and  rose  in  1916  from  4  crowns  ($1.07) 
per  barrel  to  about  28  crowns  ($7.50). 

Stavanger's  two  shipyards  built  four  vessels  aggregating  2.567 
gross  tons  in  1916.  against  six  steamers  and  3,100  gross  tons  in  1915. 
The  total  for  Norway  in  1916  was  46  vessels  with  a  combined  gross 
tonnage  of  37,478. 

Shipping — Freight  and  Exchange  Rates. 

Haugesund  has  the  largest  merchant  fleet  in  this  district.  It 
consists  of  204  vessels  of  174,058  gross  tons;  13  vessels  were  lost  dur- 
ing the  year,  8  from  war  causes,  and  19  were  brought  in  from  abroad. 
Stavanger's  merchant  fleet  has  126  registered  ships  of  70.246  gross 
tons.    Nine  vessels  were  lost  during  the  year,  two  as  a  result  of  the 
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war;  and  10  Avere  obtained  from  abroad.    Norway's  total  merchant 
marine  contains  2,03G  vessels,,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of  2,5G2,395. 

Speculation  in  ship  shares  prevailed  during  the  year,  as  in  1915. 
Although  there  were  depressions  in  the  market,  the  main  tendency  of 
the  shares  has  been  upward,  and  many  persons  profited. 

Freight  rates  between  Stavanger  and  the  United  States  have  ad- 
vanced about  700  per  cent  since  August,  1014.  The  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining tonnage  from  America  has  complicated  matters,  and  ship- 
ments have  sometimes  been  delayed  from  G  to  8  months  after  the 
invoices  have  been  received  in  Stavanger. 

The  demand  for  NorAvegian  tonnage  in  the  United  States  seems  to 
have  influenced  the  value  of  the  dollar  here.  In  191G  it  never  reached 
the  normal  of  3.731  crowns,  but  generally  ranged  from  3.40  crowns 
($0.91)  to  3. GO  croAvns  ($0.96).  This  rate  prevailed,  notwithstanding 
the  relatively  high  value  of  the  American  unit  compared  Avith  that 
of  other  countries  and  the  balance  of  trade  favorable  to  the^  United 
States, 
large  Increase  in  Bank  Deposits — Local  Finances — New  Concerns. 

During  191G  the  total  deposits  in  Stavanger's  four  banks  advanced 
from  $10,560,000  to  $16,675,000.  The  amount  of  the  increase  alone 
represents  more  than  the  total  deposits  of  all  these  banks  six  years 
ago.  The  unprecedented  gain  is  due  partly  to  the  great  profit  from 
the  spring  herring  fishery  and  partly  to  the  favorable  condition  of 
the  canned-fish  industry  and  the  shipping  trade.  The  deposits  in 
the  Privatbank  of  Haugesund,  the  second  town  in  the  district,  Avith 
about  17,000  inhabitants^  increased  more  than  150  per  cent — from 
$2,317,000  to  $5,989,000.  Stavanger's  Handels-  og  Industribank, 
Avhich  more  than  doubled  its  capital  in  1915,  again  doubled  it  in 
191G,  making  it  someAvhat  more  than  $1,000,000.  Shareholders  re- 
ceiA^ed  a  15  per  cent  dividend. 

The  wealth  of  Stavanger's  44,000  inhabitants  increased  by 
$6,127,000  and  the  city's  income  by  $3,386,000.  The  total  Avealth  of 
Haugesund  gained  by  $4,023,000  and  its  income  by  $2,847,000. 

The  budget  for  Stavanger  for  1916-17  Avas  $882,000,  the  tax  rate 
being  12  per  cent;  the  amount  called  for  was  nearly  twice  that  in 
1912,  Avhen  the  rate  Avas  about  17  per  cent.  For  1915-16  the  budget 
was  $553,000  and  the  tax  rate  12.6  per  cent. 

Customs  receipts  for  1916  at  the  port  of  Stavanger,  $600,320,  were 
the  largest  eA'er  collected.    In  1915  they  Avere  $586,920. 

Fifty-three  new  companies  with   a  capital  of  over  $8,000  Avere 
registered  in  StaA'anger  during  the  year;  all  except  seven  are  engaged 
in  the  canning  of  fish  or  in  shipping.    The  new  capital  represented 
is  about  $4,556,000. 
Construction  Work  Suspended — Market  for  American  Machinery. 

The  present  high  cost  of  construction  materials  has  caused  nearly 
all  projects  that  are  not  urgently  needed  to  be  delayed  until  the 
return  of  more  normal  conditions.  Bricks,  cement,  and  lime  are 
several  times  as  costly  as  they  were  before  the  war.  Public  works 
are  practically  at  a  standstill  as  far  as  the  purchase  of  material  from 
abroad  is  concerned.  In  the  spring  of  1916  the  municipality  voted 
$335,000  for  an  electric  tramway  system,  which  it  was  estimated 
would  cost  about  $49,580  a  year  to  operate.    Grading  is  being  done, 
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bnt  materials  have  not  been  bought.  It  is  probable  that  when  orders 
are  placed  the  cars  will  be  purchased  in  Norway  and  the  rails  in 
Germany  if  they  are  obtainable  from  there. 

American  machinery  and  construction  materials  are  liked,  but 
regarded  in  ordinary  times  as  too  expensive  because  of  the  higher 
freight  rates  and  cost  of  production.  German  methods  with  credit 
terms  are  preferred  and  there  are  numerous  (ilerman  agents  with 
whom  contracts  can  be  arranged  personally.  Engine.n's  who  have 
recently  })laced  orders  in  America  for  machinery  and  construction 
matei'ials  say  that  they  expect  to  return  to  the  old  markets  as  soon 
as  these  are  open,  although  universal  satisfaction  is  expressed  re- 
garding the  quality  of  American  machinery. .  It  would  seem,  well 
for  agents  of  American  factories  to  visit  this  part  of  Norway  if 
American  manufacturers  of  these  articles  are  to  hold  after  the  war 
the  place  they  are  now  gaining. 
Developing  Norway's  Water  Pov/er. 

One  company  that  has  been  buying  American  material  is  the  Elec- 
tric Furnace  Products  Co.  (Ltd.),  which  is  operating  Avith  American 
capital  and  developing  the  Avater  power  in  Saude,  one  of  the  fiords 
in  the  district,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  carbide.  [For  a 
descri])tion  of  this  concern  see  Commeijce  Repokts  for  Oct,  5,  1916.] 
Difliculties  in  obtaining  delivery  of  material  and  delays  in  shipping 
have  hampered  the  Avork,  but  it  is  being  continued  and  a  small  toAvn 
is  being  built  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plant. 

Other  projects  to  harness  the  Avater  poAver  in  the  district  folloAved. 
The  Fl0rli  Co.  Avas  formed  during  the  year  Avith  a  capital  of 
$268,000,  most  of  the  stock  being  owned  locall3^  This  enterprise 
will  obtain  poAver  from  mountain  lakes  that  empty  into  the  Lyse- 
fjord, 

ExcessiA'e  cost  of  materials  is  a  present  handicap,  but  it  is  hoped 
to  complete  the  first  part  of  the  project  during  1917.  The  poAver 
may  be  employed  at  its  source  for  a  smelter  or  brought  to  Stavanger 
and  used  by  the  municipality. 

The  needs  of  Stavanger  for  more  electric  power  were  apparent 
during  1916.  The  shortage  of  coal  made  it  necessary  to  use  all  the 
current  available  for  power,  lighting,  heating,  and  cooking.  Tem- 
porary installations  were  made  in  as  many  private  houses  as  could 
be  accommodated,  a  maximum  of  2  kiloAvatts  being  alloAved  each 
house. 

To  utilize  Norway's  advantages  in  water  poAver  to  the  utmost  is 
now  the  aim  of  the  authorities.  At  Sirdal,  in  the  southern  part  of 
this  district^  arrangements  are  being  made  to  develop  one  of  the 
Avaterfalls  which  Avill  giA'e  12,500  horsepoAver  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $1,600,000  and  a  yearly  expenditure  of  $165,000.  These  plans  are 
more  ambitious  and  the  cost  Avill  be  higher  than  first  anticipated. 
The  power  is  to  be  transferred  53  miles  and  the  tension  will  be  65,000 
volts.  This  scheme  will  not  be  completed  before  August,  1919.  In 
the  meantime  the  Avater  sources  at  Lake  Oltedal.  from  Avhich  Stavan- 
ger's  present  hydroelectric  poAver  comes,  are  to  be  increased  by  5,000 
horsepower,  and  that  from  Florli  may  be  taken  oA^er.  The  rapid 
industrial  development  of  Stavanger,  with  additional  fish  factories 
as  well  as  new  industries,  makes  the  acquisition  of  more  poAver  neces- 
sary.   The  neAv  street  car  system  will  also  need  current. 
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Increased  Property  Values  in  Stavanger. 

The  increase  in  property  values  in  Stavanger  is  illnstrated  by  this 
example :  A  bnilding  on  the  most  desirable  business  street  was  sold 
four  times  during 'iDlG,  bringing  $14,740,  $16,080,  $17,420,  and 
$21,440  successively.  A  few  years  ago  the  rent  for  its  second  and 
third  stories  was  about  $150 ;  now  it  is  $900.  In  four  years  real  estate 
values  are  said  to  have  increased  on  an  average  of  51  per  cent  in 
Stavanger.  AJl  rents  have  tripled  since  the  war  began,  and  hotel 
rates  have  advanced  correspondingly.  At  the  close  of  191G  Stavanger 
was  almost  left  Avithout  hotels.  At  that  time  liquor  licenses  were 
taken  from  the  German  owners  of  the  two  leading  hostelries,  who 
decided  that  it  would  not  pay  to  run  them  and  sold  them  at  a  great 
profit.  Eventually,  however,  both  were  taken  over  by  the  prohibition 
society  and  reopened. 

Only  140  houses  were  built  in  1916,  in  comparison  with  167  in 
1915.  The  need  for  living  accommodations  was  even  more  pressing 
than  in  the  preceding  3'ear,  and  there  was  a  disposition  to  pay  almost 
any  price  demanded.  Scarcity  of  labor  and  high  cost  of  materials 
reduced  building  activity.  More  factories  were  erected  than  in 
1915 — 15  against  6 — notwithstanding  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
structural  iron. 

Prices  of  Staple  Articles — Employment  and  Emigration. 

The  prices  of  many  staple  articles  have  doubled  since  June,  1914. 
Coal,  meat,  grain,  and  eggs  cost  more  than  twice  as  much  as  they  did 
then;  wood,  clothing,  dairy  products,  fish,  and  fruit  bring  prices 
almost  100  per  cent  higher.  Careful  estimates  give  the  following 
figures  showing  this  increase : 


Articles. 


Clothing: 

Shirts each.. 

Shoes pair . . 

Suitings yard. . 

Underwear "suit. . 

Fuel: 

Coal,  anthracite short  ton. . 

Wood cord. 

Provisions: 

Broad pound. . 

Butter do 


Price, 

Price, 

June, 

June, 

1914. 

1916. 

?,-).00 

$3.00 

2. 35 

10.00 

3.50 

6.50 

2.70 

4.50 

7.00 

22.00 

7.90 

15.00 

.035 

.09 

.30 

.50 

Articles. 


Provisions— Continued. 

Cheese pound . 

Epgs dozen. 

Fish,  preserved pound. 

Fruit,  fresh do. .. 

Meat,  fresh do. . . 

Milk,  unskimmed quart. 

Potatoes pound. 

Rice do... 


Price, 
June, 
1914. 


.30 

.26 

.25 

.21 

.16 

.04 

.013 

.035 


Price, 
June, 
1916. 


$0.50 
.65 
.40 
.30 
.37 
.07 
.025 


The  Municipal  Employment  Office  reports  that  for  every  100  places 
for  men  'there-  were  104  applicants  in  1916.  The  best  previous  year 
was  1912,  v/hen  there  were  110  applicants  for  every  100  places.  In 
1.916  there  were  only  76  female  applicants  for  every  100  vacancies. 

Emigration  was  less  than  for  any  year  in  the  previous  half  century. 
Before  the  vv'ar  the  district  lost  about  2,000  inhabitants  annually  in 
this  manner,  but  in  1916  the  number  was  only  607. 

Crop  Yield — Interest  in  American  Tractors — Live  Stock. 

The  importance  of  agriculture  is  overshadowed  by  the  fishing  and 
shipping  industries,  but  the  crops  raised  on  the  flat  plain  of  Jaederen 
in  this  district  are  comparatively  valuable.  The  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal crops  for  this  amt  (district)  and  for  the  whole  Kingdom  are 
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given  in  the  following:  table,  conipiled  fioni  the  yearly  publication  of 
the  Government's  Agiicultural  Department: 


Crop. 

Amt  (district)— 

Norway, 

1915 

1916 

1916. 

Hay  

$3,339,130 

COo,')7i5 

605, 722 

78, 4Jo 

59,342 

10,480 

$3,661,230 
740, 847 
917,417 
118,494 
9-1,470 
18,920 

$57,687,131 

11,709,624 

Oats 

12,241,918 

1,172,361 

5,2-40,445 

Others 

3.351.098 

Total 

4,696,685 

5,851.378 

91,402,577 

The  hay  harvest  was  up  to  the  average,  but  the  yield  of  grain,  pota- 
toes, and  turnips  was  slightly  less  than  normal.  Although  the  table 
shows  that  the  actual  value  of  each  of  these  crops  was  greater  in  1916 
than  in  1915,  these  figures  simply  reflect  the  general  advance  in  prices. 
The  harvests  in  general  do  not  vary  greatly;  the  climate  is  even  and 
the  rains  come  regularly,  owing  to  the  nearness  of  the  Gulf  Stream. 

Farmers  have  had  difficulties  in  obtaining  labor  and  buying  ma- 
chinery. Even  the  building  of  new  farm  buildings  has  been  stopped 
by  the  high  prices  of  materials.  A  few  tractors  have  been  ordered 
in  the  United  States,  and  considerable  interest  is  being  shown  in 
them.  It  has  been  suggested  that  several  farmers  club  together  and 
buy  a  tractor  with  profit  to  all.  Only  the  smallest  sizes  can  be  used, 
as  the  fields  are  limited  in  size  and  divided  by  stone  fences.  The  com- 
mercial field  for  this  machinery  is  not  large,  as  there  are  only  150,000 
people  in  the  whole  district ;  but  favorable  results  may  be  attained  in 
proportion  to  the  possibilities. 

Directly  after  the  war  began  there  was  a  great  increase  in  animals 
slaughtered  and  a  shortage  was  feared.  It  did  not  materialize,  how- 
ever, and  now  there  is  no  threatened  scarcity  of  either  meat  or  milk. 
Live-stock  jjrices  are  high.  A  four  months'  calf,  which  was  sold  at 
$16  to  $18.50  in  1915,  brought  about  $53.60  in  1916.  A  good  cow  sold 
at  $80  to  $110  in  1915  now  brings  about  twice  that  sum. 
American  Products  in  Demand. 

Much  interest  in  American  goods  was  shown  here  during  1916,  but 
increased  difficulties  in  shipping  and  the  demand  for  goods  on  Ameri- 
can firms  from  other  sources,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  seriously 
interfered  Avith  the  normal  development  of  business  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Xorwa^'.  On  the  other  hand,  more  frequent 
visits  of  Stavanger  merchants  to  America  and  the  work  of  coopera- 
tive Norwegian-American  organizations,  both  here  and  in  the  United 
States,  fostered  the  element  of  personal  contact,  which  is  such  a  help 
to  trade. 

Grain,  flour,  and  agricultural  implements  have  a  good  regular  sale 
here  from  ^-ear  to  year,  most  of  the  supply  coming  through  agents  at 
Christiania,  the  capital.  One  class  of  clothing — overalls  and  jackets 
suitable  for  rough  wear — has  found  special  favor  and  is  used  in  large 
quantities  by  factory  hands  and  sailors.  One  firm  said  that  it  could 
sell  $100,000  worth  if  they  could  be  obtained  now. 

American  tin  plate,  tomato  puree,  and  automobiles  are  newer  prod- 
ucts in  this  field.    American  sugar  has  also  been  in  demand  sine;  the 
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shortag-e  of  the  Germnn  product.  This  consuhite  has  taken  special 
interest  in  the  introduction  of  these  articles,  and  direct  connections 
have  been  made  by  Stavanger  merchants  in  the  United  States.  The 
relation  of  American  tinplate  and  tomato  puree  to  the  Stavanjier  fish- 
canning  industry  has  been  explained.  The  interest  in  automobiles  is 
not  confined  to  pleasure  cars.  A  new  transportation  company,  started 
with  a.  capital  of  about  $-27,000,  is  building  a  garage  with  room  for 
20  cars.  The  consulate  was  instrumental  in  interesting  the  company's 
agent  in  American  trucks,  and  several  have  already  been  ordered 
direct. 

Other  American  goods  asked  for  in  1916  were  buggies,  chemicals, 
construction  materials,  cottonseed  oil,  crockery,  drugs,  dyes,  fish  nets, 
felt  bodies  for  hats,  golf  jackets,  harness,  iron  (poles,  barrel  hoops, 
and  for  reinforcing  concrete),  lantern  glass,  leather,  machinery  (bolt, 
nut.  and  rivet,  furniture  making,  and  lithographing),  men's  wearing 
apparel,  net  yarn,  oilcloth,  paper,  perambulators,  piece  goods,  rain- 
coats, roofing,  rope,  rubber,  shoemakers'  supplies,  stockings,  thread, 
tobacco,  vacuum  cleaners,  water  pipes,  and  wire. 

Declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States. 

Nearly  all  the  exports  from  Stavanger  to  the  United  States  consist 
of  shipments  of  fish  and  fish  products.  Their  value  has  declmed  50 
per  cent  during  the  war,  being  $2,343,019  in  1914,  $1,235,560  in  1915, 
and  $1,019,435  in  1916,  because  of  the  active  demand  from  European 
countries  and  the  better  prices  they  offered.  Canned  sardines  ad- 
vanced in  value  by  about  $100,000  in  1916,  but  practically  all  other 
items  decreased,  especially  crabmeat,  fishballs,  canned  herring,  and 
pickled  or  salted  maclcerel. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  shipments  invoiced  through  this  con- 
sulate for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years  follow : 


Articles. 


1915 


Pounds. 


Value. 


1916 


Pounds. 


Value. 


Fertilizer,  fish 

Fish: 

In  oil,  etc.— Sardines 

In  tin  packages — 

Anchovies 

A  ppctitsild 

Fish  balls 

Herring 

Maclcerel 

Other 

Pielrled  cr  salted — 

Herring 

Mackerel 

Sheilash— Crab  meat,  canned. 
Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Ca:!i;ed  meat 

Clic3ie 

All  other  articles 


7, 533,  4  IS 


171, 

39, 

,372, 

,044, 

791, 

64, 

275, 

,947, 

S, 

f.3, 
74, 


S22, 638 
781, 403 

14, 392 
4,388 

68,372 
108, 406 

6S,  051 
5,237 

6,399 

112,280 

1,755 

6, 896 

8,176 

26, 507 


5,894,107 

44, 850 
39, 069 
142, 554 
727, 108 
SO,  526 
4,120 

144, 375 
350,310 


S8S2, 384 

4,671 
5, 836 
10,419 
07, 869 
7,810 
408 

7,475 
28, 185 


4,813 
2,363 


571 

533 

3,274 


Total. 


1,019,435 


No  returned  American  goods  were  recorded  in  1916,  nor  were  any 
shipments  invoiced  at  Stavanger  for  the  Philippine  Islands,  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  or  Porto  Rico. 
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